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culmination of the silent effort of an entire race during
four hundred years.

The great Greek Revolution of 1821, which lasted for
eight years, naturally made the whole Greek nation sus-
pected by the Turks, much to the detriment of the five or
six million Greeks still living in those parts of the coun-
try which were unaffected by the Hellenic struggle for
independence.

The formation of the kingdom of Greece in 1833,
which put an end to that struggle, was soon afterwards
followed by the modernization of the Ottoman Empire.
Thanks to pressure from the European Powers and
mostly of Eussia, the Sultan was forced to grant many
privileges to the Christian elements within the realm.
For the first time the non-Moslem and the Moslem sub-
jects of the Sultan were allowed to stand on the same
level of political equality.

These reforms were embodied in an Imperial procla-
mation dated October 21 old style (November 3), 1839,
and given out from the Palace of Gulhane. This is the
famous edict known as the Hat-i-Sheriff, or Tanzimat,
which was afterwards reaffirmed and perfected by
another imperial proclamation known as the Hat-i-Huma-
yun, dated February 18, 1856, soon after the close of the
Crimean War. In this way absolute equality was estab-
lished between Turk and Christian, although the begin-
nings of this new regime were drenched in the blood of
the terrible massacre of Syria during which more than
30,000 innocent people, mostly women and children, per-
ished in Beirut, Damascus, and other cities, while an
equal number were sold as slaves. The property losses
in that massacre, which was directly due to an outburst
of Turkish religious fanaticism against the granting of
equal rights to the non-Moslems, amounted to more than
two hundred million francs, which must be taken as the
equivalent of so many dollars at that time. This mas-